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For Your Consideration
“The Elephant in the Room”
By Garry Lovette
Senior Editor
As a person who isn’t afraid to speak up to exact change in any situation, I can tell you that now more than ever it’s time for all good people
to speak up. If you haven’t registered to vote, you need to do it now.
Then you need to vote for candidates that follow the closest to the paths
of righteousness!
If there was ever a time in our state’s history and especially our nation’s history to speak at the voting booth, it’s right now! The time for
talk is over…the time for action is here!
Political campaigns have always been an entity all their own. It seems
with every election that people get more hateful, and people acting civil
has apparently been replaced with slander, hate speech, and even violence.
Growing up in my Southern Appalachian Family, there was always at
least one person in each family that it befell their lot to be the person to
speak up. My mother before me was that person in ours. She learned
to be the voice of reason and truth from her mother. It is my understanding that my grandmother got it from her mother.
Now that all of them are gone….it looks like that mantle has fallen on
me. For some reason, people assume that I will be the one to speak up
when change is needed. I have even had everyone turn to me in a
crowded room when the question was asked, “Who’s gonna say something about it?”
Since I am the designated driver in a lot of the conversations going
on right now, I will speak up and tell the truth. But a word of caution…
.the truth stings very badly sometimes.
The old saying, “The Elephant in the Room” is a phrase I’ve heard
my entire life. It never really held much meaning to me until society
began to act the way that they have begun to. So that being said, I will
not be afraid to speak what everyone else is thinking.
Concerning what is happening in the political arena, we are once
again confronted in this state with those pushing a lottery. Only a few
short years ago, gambling in such a manner was considered immoral
and a poor steward of money. Apparently people have backslid to the
point that suddenly that isn’t immoral anymore.
Oh, they’ll tell you that it will benefit everyone….but we all know who
will make most of the money….and it won’t be us! The state will only
get a percentage of all the wasted money. The gambling industry will
only fatten their wallets at the expense of mostly poor people. It is a tax
that they can ill afford!
More hideous than this concept is the fact that killing an innocent baby
while it’s still in its Momma is called a “choice”. Those of you reading
this column were given the “choice” to live. Why should you be treated
different than the innocent babies that never had a chance in life?
It would be only fair that someone hold you down and suck your brains
out with a vacuum cleaner. That is essentially what they do with the precious babies. Yet many of you will go out and vote for a party that celebrates this hideous act under the guise of “women’s rights”. You know
and I know that it is the ultimate evil in our society!
I’ll make a happy prediction. I predict that we will see the end of Roe

vs. Wade in a few short years. We will also uncover much evil in the
halls of congress, and even in our own state, where human trafficking
is lining the pockets of individuals and their political parties. Their day
of reckoning has come! (I would like to be the one to shut the cell door
behind them.)
Evil abounds when good men and women say and do nothing. We
cannot afford to be complacent anymore and sit at home this time!
The last thing I will say is to all of you preachers. There was once a
time when you’d get up and preach right from the Word of God. It was
unfiltered and often cut like a knife. Nowadays everyone wants a “feel
good sermon”. They want their warm, fuzzy feeling, and they don’t want
anything to condemn them for their downward spiral into their increasingly immoral lives.
God’s spirit is moving once again in our great land! Sadly, He is not
welcomed in so many “churches”, so He’s beginning to take His Presence to the highways and byways.
We welcome Holy Spirit to move and cause a stirring in the hearts of
people to find the place where they made a wrong turn. Only when people realize that they’ve been lulled to sleep can we have real revival. It
starts on our knees, and then demands that we speak up! Join me!
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Marvelous Testimonies Manifesting as Heaven Comes to
Texas Revival
By Mike Fehlauer

We have seen an unusual move of God here at New Life
Church in Corpus Christi, Texas.
We started out just planning on meeting four consecutive
Wednesday nights in July, beginning July 11.
It was obvious from the start that God was up to something.
The first Wednesday, we had over people 100 respond to an altar
call for repentance and salvation. The second Wednesday, another 100-plus people came forward.
Due to the responses, we planned a baptism Wednesday, Aug.
8. That night, we had 10 baptisms. We then added three additional Wednesday nights. The following Wednesday, we didn't
have any scheduled baptisms but saw 200 people respond—
many actually running to the altar. We baptized 31 people that
night! So far, more than 120 people have been baptized in the
last two weeks. Last year, we only saw 238 baptisms.
The revival first started when senior pastor Mike Fehlauer developed a deep hunger to see more of God's presence as a response to the post-Christian society.
While the church normally holds a midweek service only the
first Wednesday of each month, Fehlauer felt the Lord tell him
that if we wanted more of God, we needed to give Him more, we
needed to give Him the room to move. So we added each
Wednesday night service to our calendar during the month of
July.
It wasn't enough. We soon added Thursday and Friday night
services.
Part of the revival involves Communion. We have several stations throughout the worship center and during worship people,
on their own, are coming to the Communion tables and worshipping through Communion as a family, friends and so on.
Each service is livestreamed on Facebook. As a result, we're
beginning to see other church leaders from our community come
to the revival and tune in via livestream.
One of our members—completely unaware the staff has been
praying for an awakening to take place—had an open vision of
what we are now beginning to see.
Here's what Molly Shlumpberger shared:
Last night as I was falling asleep I was half-awake and halfasleep. I began to see the church, our church, and there were
hundreds, if not thousands, of people at the door just waiting for
the doors to be opened. It was not a Sunday service day. It was
almost frightening, the behavior that people were displaying to
just get in the door. Like clinging and pressing through, so desperate to get in. The people looked like something you would see
on The Walking Dead, and they were literally piling on top of one
another, smashed up against the glass waiting to get in.
No one was angry or evil or mean. They just looked that way,
but they just wanted in the doors. Their clothes were torn and
their skin was gray. I mean they looked just like a Walking Dead
picture. Someone came up and had a ton of keys on a key chain
and was fumbling around to open the doors. I asked the Lord at

that moment, "What am I seeing?" And He said, "I'm coming, revival is coming." At this point in my mind, I'm trying to figure out
if I'm imagining this or if what I'm seeing is really real.
The inner vision continues to play out like a movie, and once
the doors open, there are literally people lying everywhere from
the doors throughout the entire church. In the atrium, worship
center down the hallways. You had to step over people to walk
anywhere.
Then the Lord said, "They just want to be in my presence." It
was like people just knew coming there was going to fix whatever
it was. No one spoke; it was just hundreds of bodies all over the
place.
I laid in bed trying to figure out what I was experiencing. I
prayed, and I spoke life and words calling people to the church.
I cried, and I honestly still don't know what to call what I saw. My
dreams are more parables, and the visions I had before were
more me in the Spirit. This was like an inner vision movie because I was awake but I didn't have to figure any parable out. It
was pretty straightforward.
It's pretty powerful. Keep in mind, she has no point of reference
regarding what massive reSee TESTIMONIES Page 14
vivals look like, as she is a
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Dove Awards Honors Best in Contemporary Christian and
Gospel Music
By Ginny McCabe

1K Phew.
Chris Tomlin, Tasha Cobbs Leonard, Bart Millard, Devon Franklin, Bill
Gaither, Jasmine Murray, Matthew West, Dr. Bobby Jones, Brian Courtney
Wilson, Brian and Jenn Johnson, Chonda Pierce, Erwin Brothers, Israel
Houghton, Joel Houston, Jonathan McReynolds, Jordan Feliz, Joseph
Habedank, Rebecca St. James, Trace Adkins and The Walls Group were
among the night’s presenters.
A full list of winners is available at doveawards.com/awards/2018-winners.
For more information on the Dove Awards, go to www.doveawards.com.
Here’s a look at some of this year’s winners:
ARTIST OF THE YEAR: Zach Williams
NEW ARTIST OF THE YEAR: Tauren Wells
SONG OF THE YEAR: “Reckless Love” – writers Caleb Culver, Cory
Asbury, Ran Jackson, (publishers) Bethel Music Publishing, Richmond Park
Publishing, Watershed Music Publishing
SONGWRITER OF THE YEAR (ARTIST): Matthew West
SOUTHERN GOSPEL ARTIST OF THE YEAR: Gaither Vocal Band
GOSPEL ARTIST OF THE YEAR: Tasha Cobbs Leonard
INSPIRATIONAL FILM OF THE YEAR: I CAN ONLY IMAGINE (directors)
The Erwin Brothers, (producers) Kevin Downes and Cindy Bond
The GMA Dove Awards celebrate the contributions of artists from every
style of Christian/Gospel music. Nominees are determined by GMA’s professional members, and winners are voted on by the entire GMA membership.

Tauren Wells, Zach Williams, Matthew West and MercyMe were among
those honored at the 49th Annual GMA Dove Awards
The 49th Annual GMA Dove Awards were celebrated on Tuesday, October
16, 2018 live from Allen Arena at Lipscomb University in Nashville, Tennessee. The show will be televised on Trinity Broadcasting Network (TBN)
on Sunday, October 21th at 8 p.m. CT/9 p.m. ET.
First-time nominee, Tauren Wells took home four of his eight nominations.
Wells was honored with four awards for Contemporary Christian Artist of
the Year, New Artist of the Year, Rap/Hip Hop Recorded Song of the Year
and Pop/Contemporary Album of the Year.
Wells, the former lead singer for Christian rock group Royal Tailor, performed his number-one single “Known” from his solo debut album, Hills and
Valleys, and performed “War Cry” with Social Club Misfits.
“While it’s great to pose for all these pictures and getting to hold all these
trophies, this doesn’t matter as much as what is happening inside our
hearts,” said Wells backstage.
As far as other wins, Zach Williams took home Artist of the Year; Reckless
Love was named Song of the Year; Matthew West was honored as Songwriter of the Year and Inspirational Film of the Year was awarded to “I Can
Only Imagine,” among other awards.
The evening also included many outstanding performances, including first
time collaborations with Kirk Franklin and Tori Kelly, Jason Crabb and Rascal Flatts, as well as Natalie Grant and Koryn Hawthorne.
Other highlights included performances from Big Daddy Weave, Cory Asbury, Lauren Daigle, Newsboys, For KING & COUNTRY, Jekalyn Carr, Social Club Misfits, Zach Williams. KB, Anthony Brown & Group TherAPy with
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Enjoying Everyday Life

Let Go of the Dead Stuff in Your Life
By Joyce Meyer
Have you ever hired a professional to prune a tree in your
yard? Dave and I hire someone to do that for us and there
are times when he cuts the branches back so far that I’ve
said to him, “There is nothing left. You have totally destroyed
our tree!” But he says, “You just watch and see.” And sure
enough, before long the tree is much better looking than it
was before.
Just like trees need pruning from time to time to remove
dead branches or areas where there is overgrowth, you and
I need to be pruned or reshaped at different times in different
areas of our lives. We may not enjoy the pruning process,
but when it’s over, we’re much better off than we were before.
You see, God wants us to be at our very best—spiritually,
emotionally and physically.
John 15:2 (AMPC) says, “Any branch in Me that does not
bear fruit [that stops bearing] He cuts away (trims off, takes
away); and He cleanses and repeatedly prunes every branch
that continues to bear fruit, to make it bear more and richer
and more excellent fruit.”
It’s good for us to stop and evaluate our lives sometimes
and ask God to show us if there are things that need to be
cut off because they are hindering our growth in our relationship with Him. Ask yourself: Am I dragging around “dead
branches” in my life? Maybe it’s a bad relationship, an old
wound from your past, or a negative attitude that keeps you
from enjoying life to the fullest.
It would be nice if we could see what God sees and say,
“Yes, God. Let’s get rid of that dead branch.” But many times
we’re too afraid to give up what we know for something new
that we just can’t see or understand.
The truth is you can be miserable dragging those dead
things around or you can go through the pain of letting God
“prune” them away. Even though it’s uncomfortable, the best
thing you can do is let God prune you, because after the hard
part is over, you will see some amazing results!
God doesn’t want to see you struggle. He loves you so
much that He will never give up on you. As we allow Him to
speak into our lives, He teaches and trains us to be kind and
gentle, peaceful and patient,
loving and forgiving like Him. But we cannot develop that
“fruit” on our own.
John 15:4 (AMPC) says, “Just as no branch can bear fruit
of itself without abiding in (being vitally united to) the vine,
neither can you bear fruit unless you abide in Me.”
In other words, we need to spend time with God.

Our relationship with God is about much more than going
to church on Sunday and reading the Word as a religious
duty. He wants a personal relationship with each of us.
When we stay connected to God through meaningful Bible
study and prayer, we’re abiding in Jesus. God wants us to be
so rooted and grounded in His love that nothing can shake
us—so we’re able to bear good fruit in even the hardest, most
difficult seasons of life.
God has a good plan for your life. He wants to take you to
the next level in your relationship with Him, but there are
some things that He wants you to leave behind—past hurts,
insecurities, or anything you look to for a sense of security
other than God Himself.
Don’t ever be afraid to surrender to God so He can prune
the things that are hurting and hindering you from moving forward in your relationship with Him.
The apostle Paul said,
See ENJOYING Page 20
“One thing I do [it is my
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Too Funny
CHEAP AT TWICE THE PRICE
A man and his young son went to church, and
when they came out the father was complaining
that the service was too long, the preacher was
no good, and the singing was off-key.
Finally the little boy said, "Daddy, I thought it
was pretty good for a dime."

He's going to be up all night anyway. [Donald J.
Morgan, Columbus, Ohio]
I don't know why some people change
churches - what difference does it make which
one you stay home from? [Rev. Denny Brake]
If a Savior leaves you as you are and where
you are, from what has He saved you? [Rev.
Denny Brake]
FUNNY RELIGIOUS QUOTES
Young man, the secret of my success is that at
Some people are kind, polite and sweet-spirited an early age I discovered I was not God. [Oliver
--- until you try to get into their pew. [George
Wendell Holmes, Jr.]
Goldtrap, Madison, Tennessee]
If your left hand doesn't know what your right
The good Lord didn't create anything without a hand is doing, you should consider running for
purpose, but the fly comes close. [Mark Twain] a job in Washington. [Anonymous]
Most of us spend the first six days of the week To err is human; to blame it on somebody else
sowing wild oats, then we go to church on Sun- is even more human. [John Nadeau, Medford,
day and pray for a crop failure. [Fred Allen]
Massachusetts]
Do you know the three times that most people Some minds are like concrete, thoroughly
are in church? When they are hatched,
mixed up and permanently set. [Rev. Denny
matched and dispatched. [Lowell B. Yoder, Hol- Brake]
land, Ohio]
Quit griping about your church; if it were perBURGLAR BEING WATCHED
fect, you couldn't belong. [Msgr. Joseph P. Doo- A burglar broke into a house one night. He
ley, Martins Creek, Pennsylvania]
shined his flashlight around, looking for valuIf a church wants a better pastor, it can get one ables; and when he picked up a CD player to
by praying for the one it has. [Rev. Robert E.
place in his sack, a strange, disembodied voice
Harris]
echoed from the dark saying, "Joshua is watchA lot of church members who are singing
ing you."He nearly jumped out of his skin,
"Standing On The Promises" are just sitting on clicked his flashlight off, and froze. When he
the premises.
heard nothing more after a bit, he shook his
head, promised himself a vacation after the
[Sr. Monique Rysavy]
next big score, then clicked the light on and
We were called to be witnesses, not lawyers.
began searching for more valuables.
[Donna Maddux, Stillwater, Oklahoma]
Every evening I turn my troubles over to God - (Continued on Page 9)
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(Continued from Page 8)
Just as he pulled the stereo out so he could disconnect the wires, clear as a bell he heard,
"Joshua is watching you." Freaked out, he
shined his light around frantically, looking for the
source of the voice. Finally, in the corner of the
room, his flashlight beam came to rest on a parrot.
"Did you say that?" he hissed at the parrot.
"Yep," the parrot confessed, and then
squawked, "I'm just trying to warn you."
The burglar relaxed. "Warn me, huh? Who in
the world are you?"
"Moses," replied the bird.
"Moses?" the burglar laughed. "What kind of
people would name a bird Moses?"
"The kind of people that would name a Rottweiler Joshua."
SHORT AND FUNNY
A Pastor in Florida lamented that it was very difficult to get his message across to his congregation. "It's so beautiful here in the winter," he
said, "that heaven doesn't interest them. And it's
so hot here in the summer that hell doesn't
scare them."
The Wednesday-night church service coincided
with the last day of hunting season. Our pastor
asked who had bagged a deer. No one raised a
hand.
Puzzled, the pastor said, "I don't get it. Last
Sunday many of you said you were missing because of hunting season. I had the whole congregation pray for your deer."
One hunter groaned, "Well, it worked. They're
all safe."
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Revival Comes to Rural America
By G. L. Black

Let us boldly proclaim and testify of what is happening all
over the United States….great revival is beginning to sweep
across this great nation, but the greatest move of Holy Spirit
seems to be in rural America.
Countless thousands are being swept into the Kingdom of
God every week, and there seems to be no end in sight. In
fact, the revival seems to only be escalating.
Nowhere is it more evident than in the Southwestern corner of the State of Alabama. The counties of Mobile and
Baldwin are eexperiencing the greatest move of God they
have ever experienced, and the revival fires are spreading.
Evangelist Daniel McGehee, a young man with a great vision for revival, is being used in a mighty way. His charisma
and success in evangelism have seen over 95,000 come to
Christ in many rural communities around the country. That
number is increasing weekly.
The revival fires are beginning now to spread all over the
State of Alabama and beyond. There are plans to take revival to all 67 counties in the State of Alabama beginning in
the summer of 2018.
Alabama is not the only state experiencing region changing revival. In the city of Belle Glade, Florida, a city coined
the “AIDS Capital of America”, over 7,000 have come to
Christ out of a city of 17,000. Many were delivered from
drug, alcohol, and sexual addiction during that 3 week crusade. In addition, there were numerous documented cases
of healing. The revival was so successful that it has completely changed the atmosphere and the dynamic of that entire county in Florida.
Revival fires are beginning to break out in rural Kentucky,
West Virginia, the east coast of Virginia, and Southern Middle Tennessee. There are reports coming in from all over,
and as of this writing, they were coming in so quickly that
they were just too numerous to mention here.
Many of the reported revival have drawn so much interest,
that services are having to be held in barns, in warehouses,
and even in open fields.
Churches that were once thought to be ready to close, are
suddenly finding themselves with not enough seating. They
are being forced to have more than one service to accommodate those who are hungry for the Presence of God.
Revival has also begun to hit area high schools across the
State of Alabama.
A ministry called “Hydrate” is being invited into high
schools all across the state of Alabama, and thousands of
young people are coming to Christ. Many of the faculty
members are also being saved. The results have been phenomenal. One Principal said, “This will not only change our
school system forever, but this will change our community

forever!”
Counties that once struggled for solutions to their drug and
opioid addiction epidemics, are finding hope in Jesus Christ.
Whole com-munities are being changed, and that in turn is
affecting the entire county and region.
There seems to be real hope arising in many different denominations. We have heard of miracles happening not only
in Charismatic, Pentecostal, and Full Gospel type churches,
but several others as well.
Reports are coming in of miraculous events happening in
churches like the Baptist, Church of Christ, and numerous
other main line denominational churches.
Stoking the flames of revival even more is the fact that for
the first time in a very long time, the
United States has a President who is creating fertile
ground for revival. President Trump has declared this to be
a Christian nation, and not only is encouraging prayer and
great awakening, but he is participating in it as well. He has
publicly come out and stated that he has given his heart to
Christ. Vice President Mike Pence, who has been a bornagain Christian for many years, has also publicly stated his
faith and was instrumental in leading President Trump to
Christ.

People all over the nation showing a real hunger for the
Presence of God!

Prayers are being sent up from the White House on a daily
basis, and prayer meetings and Bible studies have become
the norm on Capitol Hill.
All of this awakening and revival have not come at a small
price. Millions around the
See REVIVAL Page 11
world have been praying
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Revival

from page 10

for a great awakening to come to the United States. They
prayed that God would put Godly men and women in public
office who would seek the wisdom of Almighty God, and
have also prayed that America would see great revival!
Many religious leaders, as well as many secular leaders,
have all concluded that America seems to be turning back
to God. It has never been more evident than in rural America!
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Calendar of Events

October
Social Club Misfit-VIP Add-On Live
Original Tours – Social Club Misftis
Thursday October 25, Faith Church,
3601 Florence Blvd., Florence, AL.
For more info 256.764.4124

November
Michael Jr. – The More Than Funny
Tour Michael Jr. Friday November 2, 7
pm. Doors open at 6:30 pm. Calvary
Assembly of God, 4839 Calvary Blvd.,
Tanner, AL. For more info:
256.837.9293
Greatest Hits Live 2018, Friday November 9 featuring: Newsong, Point
of Grace, Avalon, Nicole C. Mullen,
Bob Carlisle, Rebecca St. James
Bancorp South Arena, 375 East Main
Street, Tupelo, MS. For more info
662.841.6573
Continued on next page

(continued from page 12)
November
2018 Christmas Barn Bash with
David Phelps
David Phelps
Friday November 23, 7 pm, doors
open at 6 pm The Barn @ The
Phelps Farm, 2659 Culleoka Hwy.,
Culleoka, TN. For more info:
800.965.9324
February
Not Alone Conference – Huntsville
featuring: Andrew Peterson, Kay
Warren, Jeremiah Johnston, Steve
Marshall, Chip Judd Friday & Saturday, February 22 & 23, 2019 Willowbrook Baptist Church, 7625 Bailey
Cove Road, Huntsville, AL. For more
info: 256.891.5252
Want to add your event to the calendar? Send info to:
GarryLovette@gmail.com one month
in advance.

Testimonies

from page 5

relatively new believer.
When she asked the Lord the meaning of the dream, He said,
"I am coming. Revival is coming."
One of our staff also had a dream where he saw the staff standing together, and He looked and Jesus was there. He said Jesus
spoke to him and said, "I am coming."
When Fehlauer considered adding additional services, he realized it would most affect the youth, since they held services
each Wednesday night.
Fehlauer called the youth pastor, Alex Garcia, to get his input.
Garcia told Fehlauer, "You may not be aware, but many of the
staff have been fasting for a while now for God to move."
Fehlauer hadn't known. The staff, on their own, had been praying and fasting.
We believe a big part of what we are seeing is a result of people's hunger for more of God's presence and power in their lives.
It's been pretty remarkable.
Testimonies
• young lady brought her entire family to a "Heaven Come"
service. Her father had resisted God his entire life. Her mother
has been consistently praying that he would come to Christ for
20 years. At "Heaven Come," that prayer was answered. After
hearing the sermon on repenting from sin and turning to God, the
man responded to the call and was water baptized alongside his
son.
• This testimony took place in the months leading up to the
"Heaven Come" services in April 2018. A young lady had been
diagnosed with vasovagal syncope. It's a condition where you
randomly lose consciousness with little to no warning. For nearly
two years, she suffered from this condition, showing no signs of
improvement from the medical intervention. She would lose consciousness two to four times a day for about 20 minutes at a time
making it impossible to drive a car, regularly attend classes and
hold down a job. It was controlling her life as well as creating a
financial burden on the family. She had even been asked to leave
her previous church because her episodes where a "distraction"
to the congregation. During a Sunday church service, she lost
consciousness and passed out. An ambulance was called and
after about 20 minutes, she regained consciousness. At that point
the young lady received prayer for healing. It's now been four
months since that day and she hasn't had a single episode. She's
even driving again. When asked about her condition, the young
lady said, "God has healed me."
o
We had an 11-year-old boy whose parents divorced, and
depression was overcoming him, so much so that he tried to
commit suicide. He was in the hospital for a few days, and when
he got out, his mother brought him to one of our "Heaven Come"
services and the young man came down, gave his life to Christ
and then decided to get baptized right then. The change in his
face was amazing.
Pastor Mike Fehlauer became the lead pastor of New Life
Church in 2011. In addition to being known for his relevant teaching style, Mike believes the local church and the message of
Christ is the only hope for a city and a nation. Pastor Mike graduated from Olivet Nazarene University with a bachelor's degree
in theology
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Lessons from Life
The Amish

By Bunny Murphree
Once on a trip to Tennessee, I observed an Amish community harvesting their sorghum crop. The men’s faces were shaded by their wide
brimmed hats. The children seemed to be playing a game as they threw
the sorghum cane onto the horse pulled wagons. The women’s long,
dark dresses were blowing in the September breeze, their brilliant white
bonnets shone in the sunlight as they prepared a picnic lunch under a
near by shade tree. It was a pleasant and peaceful scene. It looked like
a picture from another century.
What distinguishes the Amish from the rest of us? Is it their outward
appearance? Is it the traditions of their restricted community? Yes, the
Amish dress differently and live without modern twentieth century conveniences. But as I thought on these questions, I realized that the answer
is deeper than outer appearance and religious tradition. You see, the
Amish are not ashamed to identify themselves as disciples of their chosen philosophy and religion.
As that truth dawned on me, I wondered what distinguishes me as a
disciple of Christ? Do I laugh at off colored jokes? Do I make fun of those
outside my social group? Do I look like the world? Do I walk like the
world? Do I talk like the world? What do I delight in? Am I ashamed to
identify myself as a disciple of Christ?
“Who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from all iniquity,
and purify unto Himself as a peculiar people, zealous of good works.”

Titus 2:14.
Bunny presents the story of Job from his wife’s viewpoint. For ministry
needs, storytelling events, or for information on becoming a subscriber to
the “Lessons From Life Column” for your newspaper or magazine, please
contact Bunny by e-mail: bunny@otelco.net or call (205) 274-8719.
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My Answer
By Billy Graham

Q: I get upset at all the mail we get this time of year from
charities and agencies asking for money. I just throw most
of them in the trash. I know we could give more than we
do, but how can I know who really needs money and will
use it wisely?
A: Although you may not be aware of it, many nonprofit
organizations (including our own) depend on year-end giving to balance their budgets and keep their work on a solid
financial foundation. Without these gifts, their work would
have to be cut back, and countless people who depend on
them would be seriously affected.
This is why I hope you’ll do at least two things as you consider your year-end giving. First, realize that your money
isn’t really yours. God gave it to you; He gave you the ability
to earn it, and He gave you the opportunity to use it wisely.
Perhaps this is a radical thought to you—but it should give
you a sincere “attitude of gratitude” for all you have. The
Bible says, “When God gives someone wealth and possessions … this is a gift of God” (Ecclesiastes 5:19).Second,
pray about your giving. God knows what you can give—and
He also knows where it will do the most good. No, you can’t
support every worthwhile project; the needs are too great.
But ask God to guide you to organizations and projects you
can support—especially ones that touch people’s lives for
Christ. Your pastor may be able to point you to groups that
have a sound financial reputation.Don’t, however, overlook
your most important gift—and that is the gift of your life to
Jesus Christ. He gave His life for us; why give anything less
to Him?

What can you do? First, pray for your siblings and their
families, and commit your time together to the Lord. In addition, send a brief note to each of them, saying that you
look forward to being with them.
And if the conversation around the table turns in a wrong
direction, be prepared to insert positive words of encouragement and gratitude and make it your goal to move beyond them. And that is exactly what God wants you to do!
It was no accident that you and your siblings were born into
the same family. God put you there, and He gave you each
other.No, you can’t change the past, but with God’s help
you can change the future—and I pray you will, both for
your sakes and the sake of your children. Don’t let them
grow up thinking that families aren’t important, or that conflict is supposed to be the norm. Let God’s Word be your
guide: “Love one another deeply, from the heart” (1 Peter
1:22).
What can you do? First, pray for your siblings and their
families, and commit your time together to the Lord. In addition, send a brief note to each of them, saying that you
look forward to being with them. And if the conversation
around the table turns in a wrong direction, be prepared to
insert positive words of encouragement and gratitude.

Q: My five siblings and I never have been very close (in
fact, to be honest we've never gotten along very well). Now
out of the blue, one of our sisters has invited all of us and
our families for Christmas dinner. How can we keep it from
turning into another family fight?
A: Have you asked yourself why your sister is taking this
step? Only she could answer this, of course—but I strongly
suspect it’s because she knows it’s not good for your families to continue at odds with each other, and she wants to
help overcome this. The Bible says, “Behold, how good and
how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity!”
(Psalm 133:1, NKJV).
Is this possible? Yes—if you and your families deliberately
try to overcome your past disputes, God’s help you can
change the future—and I pray you will, both for your sakes
and the sake of your children. Don’t let them grow up thinking that families aren’t important, or that conflict is supposed to be the norm. Let God’s Word be your guide: “Love
one another deeply, from the heart” (1 Peter 1:22).
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Out of the Shackles of
Rejection You Shall Arise!"
By Ana Werner

DNA Rewiring
Isaiah 60:1, "Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the
Lord has risen upon you."
The Lord is releasing and breaking off shackles of Seeing through the
eyes of rejection. When we have roots of rejection in our lives, it often
impacts how we see and engage with the world around us (sometimes
without us even realizing it). Clouded vision distorts the truth.
Recently I in a vision I saw DNA strands in Heaven being rewired. I
saw the words "Self-rejection" and "Self-hatred" being pulled off and
out of the DNA of people. I heard the Lord say, "Arise My Bride, and
walk freely and with confidence. You were made to soar."
You Were Made to Soar
Reaction to the enemy and the way he assaults will no longer be your
posture. Physical sickness will be broken off as the imprisonment of
seeing through a lens of rejection is removed. Old ways and patterns
of thinking have become like iron prison gates. I watched the HAND OF
JESUS wave in front of large, iron gates, causing those gates of rejection to completely shatter. The sound of the gates breaking was deafening!
The Stronghold of Rejection is Being Shattered!
The Lord is calling us back into a place where we can actually receive
love from the Father. Wounds and seeing through the prison gates of
rejection have blocked many from being able to come up into His arms
and presence, and from being able to receive from others. Self-protection may have become a lifestyle that is rooted in fear. The ability to receive love is huge and transformational for many right now.
A Movement Orchestrated By Heaven: 4 Areas of Transformation
The removal of scales over our eyes clouded with rejection is a movement orchestrated by Heaven. I believe there are 4 areas of freedom
that we will experience in this transformation.
1. In believing that you are going to start feeling different in your relationships towards others, you will begin to see them in a different light
and perspective. Rejection will no longer influence and fuel these relationships.
2. Breaking out of this prison will affect the way you carry yourself before the Father, as well. You will begin stepping into new measures of
His presence with EASE, for a Kingdom confidence you will feel and
embrace. You will gain unstoppable boldness to draw close.
3. Your perspective on promotion is shifting. Promotion is not necessarily a negative thing, as long as it is embraced with humility and responsibility. Even the way you may have looked at "promotion" before
is being transformed. The pain of past times, of not being promoted
when others were, and even the jealousy of that is melting away, as the
root of rejection is being stripped off. Get ready for promotion!
4. Stress is being pulled off of your body right now. The balancing act
has to stop. Even the fear of failing is being broken away from you. As
you step into the Father's deep, loving embrace, fear of failure is melted.
It's the Father's embrace declaring over you, "I love you no matter
what," that sets you to SOAR!
Ana Werner and her husband Sam, are the Associate Directors of the
Heartland Healing Rooms in Lees Summit, Missouri, and are also
founders of Acacia Ministries International. Ana travels and equips people internationally on seeing in the Spirit, moving in the prophetic, and
healing ministry. Her transparency as she shares on the realities and
experiences she has in Heaven, bring Holy Spirit, the love of the Father,
and the power of God into the room when she speaks.
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from page 7
one aspiration]: forgetting what lies behind and straining for- worldwide. For more information, visit www.joycemeyer.org.
ward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal to win
the [supreme and heavenly] prize to which God in Christ
Jesus is calling us upward” (Philippians 3:13-14).
Make a determined decision to let go of the past and press
on to experience a fuller, richer, more abundant life in Christ.
Pray today: “God, I’m tired of dragging this heavy load
around with me. I’m ready to let it go so I can get on with my
life and experience a new level of relationship with You. Help
me to know that You love me and that
You will work everything out for my good.”
If we will totally give ourselves to God, He will give us His
best for us. It may not be what we thought we wanted, but it
will be exactly what we need. And it will be greater than anything we could have asked for.
For more on this topic, order Joyce’s four-CD series Using
Your Time Wisely. You can also contact us to receive our free
magazine, Enjoying Everyday Life, by calling (800) 727-9673
or visiting www.joycemeyer.org.
Joyce Meyer is a New York Times bestselling author and
founder of
Joyce Meyer Ministries, Inc. She has authored nearly 100
books, including Battlefield of the Mind and The Mind Connection (Hachette). She hosts the Enjoying Everyday Life
radio and TV programs, which air on hundreds of stations
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Finding Financial Freedom
By Dave Ramsey

Gift cards for grandkids?
Dear Dave, What’s an appropriate amount for gift cards to send each
of our five grandchildren for Christmas?
Liz
Dear Liz,
How much do you spend on your grandchildren? Enough to make their
parents nervous!
Seriously, I think it depends on two
suggest making it reasonable, not over the top, and relative to your income and that of the household in which the kiddos live.
The second thing I wonder about is the ages of all the grandchildren. I
can’t imagine a four-year-old getting excited over a gift card. So, if that’s
the general age range we’re talking about, have some fun with it! Head
down to the store, and really put
Interview follow-up
Dear Dave,
What is the proper etiquette after the job interview process? I recently
had an interview for a sales management position. I’ve sent a couple of
follow-up emails in the last few weeks, and I know
I’m still under consideration, but I’m not sure what to do now.
Krista
before deciding, a smart salesperson will ask to schedule a follow-up.
Ask if checking back on a certain day in the next week or two will work.

You don’t want to be obnoxious, but you want an appointment of sorts —
a because that’s one of things a good sales manager should be able to
do. Respectfully tell them you understand the decision-making
some thought into these decisions. On the other hand, it might be just
the thing for a teenager — especially if you know where they like to shop
and hang out. Older kids want to make their own decisions, so depending
on the personality of
the grandchild, a gift card might be the way to go. But if your grandkids
are still little, please don’t give them gift cards. No, grandma. No! -Dave
Dear Krista
Next time, since you obviously have a sales background, how about
treating it like a sales call? If you’re on a sales call, and the customer
needs to perform some due diligence time frame — so you’ll know when
to follow up without being pushy.
In this situation, I would recommend sending another email. You want
to walk right up to that fine line that separates bold from obnoxious,
process takes time, but you need
to know when you can expect an answer.
Use the idea that you’re a great sales person, and you’re treating this
as a professional sales call. And don’t be afraid to have a little fun with it.
If you’re still under consideration, that means they like you. You could
even hint at the fact they don’t want to hire a sales manager who doesn’t
know how to follow up! —Dave

10 More Signs that a Church has Settled for Mediocrity
By Chuck Lawless

Several years ago, I posted on ―Signs of Mediocrity in a
Church.ǁ Today, I add to that list other signs I’ve seen as a
church consultant:
1. They haven’t tackled any “God- sized” task in years. That
is, they’re going through the motions, doing things as they’ve
always done them—and they wouldn’t know what to do if
God did something not already planned in their weekly bulletin.
2. Prayer is perfunctory, not passionate and powerful. You
can usually tell when that’s the case, too. Folks pray, but they
do it because that’s what they’re supposed to do—and it’s
usually only in response to something wrong.
3. They provide no training for workers. If you put workers
in place but don’t expect them to be trained (in fact, not even
offer them any training), you can’t expect them to improve
much.
4. Nobody’s asking about the lack of growth or baptisms.
The church isn’t reaching anybody, but nobody seems aware
or concerned enough to ask, ―Why?ǁ Status quo is apparently acceptable.
5. They’ve come to be okay with “I really didn’t have time to
prepare this week. . . .” I realize churches almost expect
some of their leaders to make this statement.

6. No small groups are reproducing themselves. That’s
often because the leaders and groups have grown comfortable with where they are. Nobody wants to move out, so
everybody settles.
7. They have stopped challenging members to increase the
sacrifice of their giving. Too many members never deepen
their sacrifice because the church never lays that challenge
before them. Whatever they gave years ago is still acceptable today.
8. They fight change just becauseit’s change. They can’t
explain why they’re opposed to the change; they just are –
and nothing ever improves.
9. Excellence is apparently not the goal.Whether it’s the
preaching, the music, the facility, the programs, or whatever
the church is doing, members seem to think they can do less
than their best for the glory of God.
10. They tend to judge other churches. Churches living in
mediocrity don’t improve; they just make themselves feel better by tearing down other congregations.
What other signs have you seen?

22

